
Jim Gill MBEJim Gill MBE
Emergency Planning OfficerEmergency Planning Officer

A LOCAL AUTHORITYA LOCAL AUTHORITY’’S EXPERIENCES EXPERIENCE
of FLOOD WARNINGS andof FLOOD WARNINGS and

WORKING with the EMERGENCY SERVICES WORKING with the EMERGENCY SERVICES 
to build COMMUNITY RESILIENCEto build COMMUNITY RESILIENCE



HISTORY OF FLOOD WARNINGSHISTORY OF FLOOD WARNINGS
WITHIN THE SCOTTISH BORDERSWITHIN THE SCOTTISH BORDERS

Pre 2002 Pre 2002 –– police warning systempolice warning system

Post 2002 Post 2002 –– automated warningsautomated warnings

March 2011 March 2011 –– Flood Warnings DirectFlood Warnings Direct

River Tweed Purification BoardRiver Tweed Purification Board



FLOOD WARNING GROUP MEMBERSFLOOD WARNING GROUP MEMBERS
2004 2004 -- 20112011
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FLOOD WARNING GROUP MEMBERSFLOOD WARNING GROUP MEMBERS
2004 2004 -- 20112011

20082008 Hawick Flood GroupHawick Flood Group
(Newcastleton, (Newcastleton, EddlestonEddleston, Eyemouth, Peebles, Selkirk), Eyemouth, Peebles, Selkirk)

Letter DropLetter Drop + 83+ 83
(3/14 22%          65/270 24%)(3/14 22%          65/270 24%)

October 2005October 2005 Hawick FloodHawick Flood + 69+ 69

Key Events Key Events ::--

January 2005January 2005 Hawick FloodHawick Flood + 17+ 17

ActionsActions Community CouncilsCommunity Councils
SEPA Road Shows                               SEPA Road Shows                               
Flood Products Scheme Flood Products Scheme (BBC)(BBC)

Planning ApplicationsPlanning Applications



FLOOD WARNING GROUP MEMBERSFLOOD WARNING GROUP MEMBERS
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+ 110% + 916% + 202%



MULTIMULTI--AGENCY APPROACHAGENCY APPROACH
WITHIN THE SCOTTISH BORDERSWITHIN THE SCOTTISH BORDERS



MULTIMULTI--AGENCY APPROACHAGENCY APPROACH
WITHIN THE SCOTTISH BORDERSWITHIN THE SCOTTISH BORDERS

Exercise Exercise ““DownpourDownpour””

SEPASEPA
PolicePolice

Fire & Rescue ServiceFire & Rescue Service
Engineering & InfrastructureEngineering & Infrastructure



MULTIMULTI--AGENCY APPROACHAGENCY APPROACH
WITHIN THE SCOTTISH BORDERSWITHIN THE SCOTTISH BORDERS



COUNCIL COUNCIL 
POLICYPOLICY



SELF SELF –– HELP GROUPSHELP GROUPS

Presently 6 Flood SelfPresently 6 Flood Self--help groups:help groups:--

HawickHawick
NewcastletonNewcastleton
PeeblesPeebles
EddlestonEddleston
EyemouthEyemouth
SelkirkSelkirk

The future The future –– Community Resilience Community Resilience 
GroupsGroups

)
) each different
) assist with support, 
) equipment,
) & information
)



SELF SELF –– HELP GROUPSHELP GROUPS



FLOOD PROTECTION PRODUCTSFLOOD PROTECTION PRODUCTS
DISCOUNT SCHEMEDISCOUNT SCHEME



FLOOD PROTECTION PRODUCTSFLOOD PROTECTION PRODUCTS
DISCOUNT SCHEMEDISCOUNT SCHEME

£243.71124 Properties (18%)
Average cost to SBC per property

£30,220.22Final Cost to SBC 

£36,159.80Total cost to customers

£66,380.02Total purchase cost to SBC 
(Cost Price)

£86,406.20Total cost of orders 
(Retail Price)




