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Significant progress for SIPR in its first year

The establishment of the Scottish Institute for Policing Research
(SIPR) in November 2006 was the product of remarkable
collaborative effort involving the Association of Chief Police
Officers in Scotland, the Scottish Funding Council and Scotland’s
universities. This collaboration has resulted in a unique institute.
There is no other policing research centre in the world that can
boast of such a wide ranging partnership between the police
and the university research community. SIPR brings together
researchers from |2 universities* working in at least 15 different
disciplines - from forensic science to psychology, computing to
international relations, criminology to human geography - all
committed to working with the police to undertake high quality,
relevant research and to ensuring that such research provides a
robust evidence base to inform policing policy and practice.

The last twelve months have witnessed SIPR make significant
progress in relation to its key strategic aims of developing
policing research capacity in Scottish universities; using this
capacity to carry out high quality research of relevance

to Scottish police forces; developing knowledge transfer
mechanisms to strengthen the evidence base on which policing
policy is developed; and developing national and international
links with other researchers, practitioners and policy makers.

Former Chief Constable Peter Wilson (1), Professor Nicholas Fyfe,
Director of SIPR, and Professor Wesley Skogan, Keynote Speaker at
the First SIPR Annual Conference and the SIPR Annual Lecture, held
in collaboration with Apex

Although it is difficult to single out one event during a busy
year that captures these inter-connected aims, SIPR’s first
Annual Conference held in Edinburgh certainly demonstrated
the important role SIPR now plays. The conference provided
an environment in which over |50 people came together not
only to discuss new research that is of relevance to policing

in Scotland, but also to meet and exchange views with people
involved with policing from different backgrounds, perspectives
and countries. As one delegate commented in their written
feedback on the event: This was a great start to what has the
potential to be one of the most important events in the Scottish
police calendar’

Other significant achievements over the last 12 months include:

* The appointment of an international Advisory Committee
comprising leading researchers and senior members of the
policing and policy communities from the UK and Europe
to advise on the strategic direction of SIPR and to help
identify opportunities for SIPR to engage in research and
knowledge transfer activity in partnership with others at both
national and international levels;

* The appointment of five new lecturers to engage in research
and teaching in policing-related fields in Scottish universities;

* The appointment of four SIPR-supported post-doctoral
researchers and nine SIPR-supported PhD students to
work on new research projects developed in collaboration
with the Scotland's police forces;

* The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between
ACPOS and SIPR providing the foundation on which
relationships between the police and university research
can develop.

* The development of strategic relationships with the Scottish
Centre for Crime and Justice Research (SCCJR), the Scottish
Government and other academic, policy and practitioner
groups within and outside Scotland;

* Participation in the inquiries conducted by the Scottish
Parliament's Justice Committee into the effective use of police
resources, community policing and the Scottish Criminal
Records Office.



SIPR People

SIPR Lectureships

Five new lecturers supported by SIPR have been appointed to
research-led positions at collaborating universities, significantly
increasing Scotland's capacity and capability in policing research.

Pictured (I to r):
Peter Sproat, David La Rooy, Jan Nicholson & Jeffrey Murer

Dr Jeffrey Murer has been appointed to the University
of St Andrews. His research explores processes of collective
identity formation and their relationship to enactments of
violence in an effort to understand patterns of reactions and
the motivations for “radical” political action, and to encourage
modes of engagement that minimise misunderstandings
between communities and promote greater societal security.
He is part of a team that has been awarded a research grant
of £650,000 from the British Council and is the Principal
Investigator for the research strand of this initiative on “European
Youth Radicalisation,” which will develop protocols to conduct
an exploratory study into patterns of youth radicalisation and
political activism across eleven countries in Europe.

Jan Nicholson has been appointed to Glasgow Caledonian
University. She has undertaken research on risk assessment and
risk management with respect to children and young people who
engage in sexual and violent behaviour and undertaken work on
the impact of the law of evidence in sexual offence trials. Jan is
currently conducting research in the areas of policing, communities,
youth crime and violence in the east end of Glasgow.

Society of Criminology (Scottish Section).

Dr David La Rooy has been appointed to the University of
Abertay, Dundee. David received his Ph.D. from the University

of Otago in 2003. He subsequently undertook a Postdoctoral
Research Fellowship at the National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development (NICHD) located in Bethesda, Maryland,
where he received training in the use of the NICHD interview
protocol and in the assessment of the quality of forensic interviews
with children. His research is currently focused on the effects of
repeated interviews with children. His future research will explore
issues surrounding the sustainability of training programs designed
to improve the quality of interviews with children.

Dr Peter Sproat has been appointed to the University of
West of Scotland. He has research expertise in terrorism and
counter-terrorist finance, money laundering and asset recovery
.He has examined the social impact of counter-terrorist finance
legislation in the United Kingdom and conducted a financial
cost-benefit analysis and evaluation of the impact of the money
laundering and asset recovery regime in the United Kingdom.
Before moving to Scotland, Peter was Programme Leader of the
MA in Fraud Management at the University of Teesside.

Dr Robert Smith has been appointed to Robert Gordon University having recently retired from Grampian
Police. Robert obtained his first degree, an MA, from Aberdeen University in 1997; and his doctorate from the
Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen in 2006 - both whilst continuing to work full time in the police. His PhD
subject was the socially constructed nature of entrepreneurship, and from this stems his interest in entrepreneurial
leadership, criminal entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial policing. He is a Committee Member of the British




SIPR Research

As part its investment in new, relevant policing research, SIPR is funding both Post-doctoral Research Assistant (PDRA) positions and
PhD studentships. All the PDRAs and PhDs must be working on projects that have been developed in collaboration with the Scottish
Police service. Here we report on progress with some of the projects that began in 2007 and announce the results of a second round of
competition for projects that will begin in 2008.

Progress of current projects




Second round of research awards

Following a second open competition, which required applicants to again develop research project proposals in collaboration with
the Scottish police service, further investment has been made in new research with the award of a PDRA and an additional five PhD
studentships for starting in autumn 2008.

The PDRA, linked to the Police Organization Network, will be based at the University of the West of Scotland (Dr Kenneth B Scott) and
will examine the organizational challenges for local policing in Scotland. Two PhD studentships will be linked to the Police-Community
Relations Network. The first, at Glasgow Caledonian University (Professor Hazel Croall), will examine the lessons that can be learnt from
a local case study of policing and racial and ethnic diversity. The second, at the University of Edinburgh (Andy Aitchison), will look at the
challenges for policing and democracy in Scotland and Northern Ireland. One studentship will be linked to the Evidence & Investigation
Network. This will be based at Napier University (Professor William), and will investigate how we can best use time critical intelligence
information to provide a verifiable and auditable intelligence interface between the Scottish police and community partners. The final two
studentships will be linked to the Police Organization Network. The first, at the University of Abertay (Dr Maria O'Neill), will focus on
how we use police inter-agency co-operation across jurisdictions to maximise Scottish-based anti-money-laundering operations, whilst
the second, at the University of the West of Scotland (Dr Linda Cusick), will look at consultation, decision making and evaluation of new
strategies for the policing of street prostitution.

Further details of these projects have been placed on the website (www.siprac.uk/research/)




Research Profiles







SIPR Knowledge Exchange

One of the key aims of SIPR relates to Knowledge Exchange
and Knowledge Transfer (KT), and as part of the commitment to
this area over the past 12 months the Networks have organised
a number of seminars (some in collaboration with the SCCJR)
involving the academic and practitioner communities at venues
throughout Scotland. Principal events have included:

From Crime in the Community to Community
Crime Control. Organised by the Police-Community
Relations Network in collaboration with the SCCJR, Simon
Mackenzie, spoke on ‘Community and reciprocity’ and John
Bannister spoke on ‘Intolerance and antisocial behaviour'.

Rural Crime in Scotland Organised by the Police-
Community Relations Network, with talks by Susan McVie,
Senior Research Fellow within the School of Law at the
University of Edinburgh, and David McCracken, Lothian and
Borders Police.

Forensic Investigation of Wildlife Crime Organised
by the Evidence & Investigation Network, with a series of
eight speakers from the police, procurators fiscal service, and
academic communities.

The ‘Tragedy’ of Public Guardianship Organised
by the Police Organization Network, with presentations by
Professor Tim Hope, Keele University, and Pat Shearer, Chief
Constable of Dumfries and Galloway.

Research Tools for Crime and Community Analysts
Organised by the KT coordinators, with |3 presentations outlining
different research methodologies and possible applications. This
highly successful event was intended to establish a dialogue between
University-based researchers and police analysts. A small Working
Group has been established to plan further events.

The SIPR Seminar Programme will continue in the
autumn, with events already being planned on Vulnerable
Witnesses (15th October, Aberdeen); Law and Sports (7th
November, Edinburgh); Managing Resources and Engaging Users:
comparing experiences and approaches in policing and health
care (date tb.c, Edinburgh).

For further details of future and past events, please see
http://www.sipr.ac.uk/events/index.php
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